Remarks at the Opening Ceremony of the Exhibition
SHOAH - How Was it Humanly Possible?
The Human Rights Education Center in the
National Tainan Girls' Senior High School —13.9.21

National Tainan Girls' Senior High School Principal Zheng Wenyi
Teacher Yang Sufang,
Head of musical class teacher Lin and teacher Guo,
Prof. Shoou-Huey Chang, Wenzao Ursuline University,

Teachers and students,

At the outset, | would like to apologize for not attending the ceremony, due to
restrictions caused by the COVID-19 situation. | do hope that | will have
another opportunity to visit the high school in the future.

The Israel Economic and Cultural Office in Taipei attaches great importance to
the issue of Holocaust remembrance and education in Taiwan.

We are devoted to telling the story of those who perished and those who
survived this momentous event in the history of the Jewish people and
humanity as a whole.

It is in that context that we have teamed up with "Yad Vashem - The World
Holocaust Remembrance Center" in Jerusalem, to reproduce and translate to
Mandarin its Exhibition: "SHOAH — How Was it Humanly Possible?", so we can
showcase it across Taiwan.

After successfully exhibited at the National Sun Yat Sen Memorial Hall in Taipei,
in the Kaoshiung History Museum and in many universities, today we are
privileged to show it at the prestigious venue of the National Tainan Girls'
Senior High School.



This occasion is a very special one, because it is connected to the teachers
workshop that started yesterday on the issue of Holocaust remembrance
education, done in cooperation between "Yad Vashem" and the Human Rights
Education Center of the high school.

Eighty-eight years have passed since the rise to power of the Nazi regime in
Germany - the event marking the beginning of the murderous acts and
organized persecution of Jews across Europe.

Eighty-eight years have passed and to this day, a full explanation has yet to be
reached for the colossal tragedy that took place.

"How was it Humanly Possible?" — asks the title of the exhibition, and it
remains a painful question that we still ponder over till this very day.

We do hope that through visiting the exhibition some answers could be given,
or at least it will drive you to learn more and to expand your knowledge about
the Holocaust.

About 192,000 Holocaust survivors live in Israel today; they are getting older,
their numbers are dwindling. Soon, very few of them will be able to tell their
stories in person. It is therefore of outmost importance to preserve these
accounts for generations to come.

We must remember ourselves and remind others.
Today's event couldn't be realized without the efforts of many.

First and foremost, the wonderful team of the National Tainan Girls' Senior
High School: Principal Zheng Wenyi, teacher Yang Sufang ,Head of musical class
teacher Lin and teacher Guo.

Prof. Shoou-Huey Chang from Wenzao Ursuline University, who devoted her
time and efforts to the issue of Holocaust education in Taiwan.

| would also like to thank "Yad Vashem" for the professional guidance, for
closely working with us on this exhibition and for their partnership.

Special thanks to our office's wonderful, committed staff who worked tirelessly
to put on this important event.



Finally, | would like to thank all of you for coming here today. It is my hope that
today's event will help in clarifying and explaining that most heinous event
which saw the systematic annihilation of six million Jews by the Nazis and their
supporters.

| hope that all of those who will visit the exhibition will take with them more
answers than questions and with many lessons learned on how to prevent
such atrocities from ever - god forbid - happening again.

Thank you
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